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Sermon on Luke 15, 1. 2. 


The Pharisees and scribes thought they had brought a very 
serious accusation against Jesus when, pointing to Him, they said, 
‘This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.’’ They meant. 
to say, This Jesus is gathering the worst people about him. He 
must be a bad man, for he keeps company with the wicked and the 
depraved. You see, my beloved, that even the pure and holy Say- 
ior did not escape the slander and calumny of evil tongues. His 
holiest actions were looked upon with suspicion. Malice and hatred 
taught men to call even the Holy One of God “‘a glutton and a wine- 
bibber.”? Let us, therefore, not be offended if to this day evil- 
minded men blasphemously heap scorn and derision, curses, and 
denunciation upon Christ and His holy Church. They are doing 
the devil’s work. But how wonderful, this very slander against 
Jesus, ‘‘This man receiveth sinners,’’ has become the joyous and 
exultant refrain of millions of the friends and disciples of Christ. 
The very words by which the enemies intended to cover our Lord 
with disgrace and drive men from Him, these very words are to-day 
spoken, repeated, and sung by Christ’s Church to the glory of their 
Master and to the comfort of many thousands of men. Yes, these 
words have drawn untold numbers to that very Jesus against whom 
they were first flung as a poisonous dart. It is another proof that 
the very enemies of Christ must, against their will, help to build 
that which they wish to destroy. 

To-day again we, the disciples of Christ, wish to preach and 
sing these words, ‘‘Jesus receiveth sinners,’’ to the glory of Jesus 
and the salvation of sinners. May He Himself be present and gain 
another victory over his foes while we speak, hear, and think of 
these true and precious words: 
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JESUS RECEIVETH SINNERS! 
These words are, 


Te True; and II. Precious. 


E 


Was it true what the Pharisees and scribes said of Jesus? Did 

He indeed receive sinners? and did He eat with them, 7. e., did He 
associate with these sinful men and women? Most certainly it was 
true. In the first verse of our text we are told that ‘‘all the pub- 
licans and sinners drew near unto Him for to hear Him.’’ And He 
never drove them away. Yes, many of these sinners remained right 
with Jesus and became His constant companions. Look at some of 
those whom Jesus received. There is Simon Peter wo said of himself, 
‘“] am a sinful man,”’ and if he had not said it we would know it 
from his actions. There are some terrible sins recorded against Si- 
mon Peter. Even after he had been in the company of Jesus for 
about three years he once took the sword, struck and wounded his 
fellow-man. He boasted much of his faithfulness, but at the crit- 
ical moment he forsook his kind Master and fled. Yes, later on he 
even denied his Lord and cursed himself. Peter was a great sin- 
ner.— And there is Matthew, another one whom Jesus received. 
Matthew was a publican and as such had no doubt become guilty of 
the nefarious sins of his class. — And you remember that Jesus went 
into the house of Zaccheus and received him. Now Zaccheus con- 
fesses that he had been a thief and a robber.—Then, when Jesus 
hung upon the cross, just before He died, He publicly received and 
took with Him a vile sinner who had just confessed his wickedness. 
—Yes, even after our Lord’s ascension His Church became the ref- 
uge of sinners. Paul, the greatest of the apostles, acknowledges 
himself to have been the chief of sinners, and declares that in him- 
self, that is, in his flesh, dwelled no good thing. And this same 
Paul wrote to one of his congregations: ‘You were dead in tres- 
passes and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience; among 
whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 
-our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others,’’ Eph. 2, 1—3. 
To another congregation this same apostle mentions a list of such 
sinners as these: Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, 
abusers of themselves with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunk- 
ards, revilers, extortioners, and then declares, ‘‘And such were some 


of you.”’ p 
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You see, the first Christian congregations were composed of 
sinners. And how is it to-day? Who are we whom Jesus has re- 
ceived into His Church? Are we not sinners? There is not a 
single member in any congregation who is not a sinner. Not all, 
it is true, have committed such sins as disgrace them before the 
world, but before God there is not one that is sinless, no, not one. 
‘“We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags.’’ Every day we must come before God with shame and 
humiliation, and again beg forgiveness for our many sins. Where 
is the Christian that does not daily pray for himself and for all his 
fellow Christians: “Our Father who art in heaven, forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us’? And do 
not we all come here often, fall upon our knees before God, and 
cry out: ‘‘O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable 
sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and iniquities’’? Indeed, 
it is true, ‘‘Jesus receiveth sinners.’’? In the days of His flesh 
He called to Him the sinners and received them, and since then 
till now He still, through His Church and through His ministers, 
calls to the sinner: ‘‘Come, come!’’ and, ‘‘Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out.’ The whole company of 
Christ’s people sings: 

Come, ye weary sinners, come, 
All who feel your heavy load, 
Jesus calls His wanderers home. 
Hasten to your pardoning God. 


Come, ye guilty souls oppressed, 
Answer to the Savior’s call: 
Come, and I will give you rest; 
Come, and I will save you all. 


Aye, to-day again I raise my voice by the command of Jesus, 
the Friend of sinners, and say to every sinner: Come, the Lord 
Jesus still receives sinners! Come, and though your sins be as 
scarlet, and though they be as red as crimson—come! Jesus has 
never rejected a sinner who came to Him. His arms are open to 
you sinner to-day, the Church is open to you. Jesus wants you, 
He wants you to come as you are, with all your sins. O take cour- 
age, Jesus is, in very truth, the Friend of sinners. Let the love of 
Christ for poor and vile sinners win you to follow the gracious in- 
vitation. Sinner, whatever your sins, many or few, great or small, 
and though you be so vile that the world spurns you, Jesus is not 
ashamed of you, but opens His hand to you, and reaches out and 
-says to you, ‘‘Come unto me!”’ And oh, if you come, Jesus will 
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rejoice, for He loves sinners; and the angels of heaven will rejoice 
with Him. Sinner! 


Behold a Stranger at the door, 
He gently knocks, has knocked before, 
Has waited long, is waiting still; 
You treat no other friend so ill. 


“But will He prove a friend indeed?’’ 
He will, the very Friend you need; 
The Man of Nazareth, ’tis He, 

With garments dyed on Calvary. 


II. 


Rely upon these words, ‘‘Jesus receiveth sinners,’’ for they are 
true; do not despise them, for they are precious. We have already 
shown something of their sweetness, but their precious value to all 
lost sinners is seen yet more if we consider the purpose for which 
Christ receives sinners. 

There are those who seek the company of sinners, because they 

love sin. They avoid the company of the upright and seek the 
haunts of the wicked, because they never feel better than when, in 
the company of a herd, they wallow in the mire. Now it is true, 
the Pharisees and scribes wished to insinuate that Jesus was one of 
this class. These words, ‘This man receiveth sinners,’’ were in- 
tended to besmirch and tarnish the fair reputation of our Lord and 
thus to mark Him as a dangerous and bad man. But in this sense 
the utterance of these scribes was a blasphemous lie. Sin had never 
touched the holy and pure heart of Jesus. In His lips there was no 
guile, in His life there was no wrong, in the depth of His soul there 
was not the shadow ofa blemish. Day after day, for years, His bit- 
terest enemies searched and watched for a weakness or even a flaw 
in His words, but the sharpest of them found none. He alone of all 
men could step before His haters and challenge them: ‘Which of 
you convinceth me of sin?’ Aye, God Himself found nothing in 
Him but holiness, purity, and righteousness. And not only was 
Jesus Himself pure from sin, but He denounced it as the most 
hateful and accursed blot in man. Hypocrisy, unbelief, theft, 
covetousness, impurity, lying, hatred, cursing, lack of love and 
‘charity, unfaithfulness in the smallest matters, and even evil 
thoughts met with His condemnation, exposure, and stern rebuke. 
Beside Jesus these very Pharisees, who were held in such high 
esteem for their piety and goodness, I say— beside Jesus these 
very Pharisees were as the sewerage that runs beside the white and 
driven snow. No man has ever hated sin in all its forms with such 
holy abhorrence as Jesus. 
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Why, then, did Jesus seek and receive sinners? His true pur- 
pose in doing this Jesus explains in the three beautiful parables 
which He spoke in answer to the accusation of His enemies, and 
which are written in this same chapter, immediately following our 
text. I mean the parables of the lost sheep, of the lost piece of sil- 
ver, and of the lost son. Why does the shepherd love and seek the 
lost sheep? Does the shepherd delight in the wandering, the dan- 
ger, perils, or the folly of the sheep? No, the shepherd seeks the 
sheep to save it from death and ruin by fall, by hunger, or by the 
wolf. He rejoices not that the sheep is lost, but ‘‘when he hath 
found it he layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when he 
cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying 
unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was 
lost.’’ Just so it is with Jesus, our Lord. He seeks the lost sin- 
ners, He receives sinners, because He wants to save them from 
their sin. In express words He says of Himself, ‘‘The Son of man 
is come to save that which was lost.’? The most wretched, the most 
miserable, the most accursed being on this earth is the sinner. His 
guilt cries to high heaven and stirs against him the wrath and anger 
of his offended God. Nor has the Almighty tarried with His judg- 
ments upon such wickedness. Since the day of man’s first trans- 
gression, since that day the curse rests upon him. Driven from 
paradise, he now wanders over this earth which is cursed for his 
sake. With a guilty, accusing conscience, with a sick body, with a 
corrupt and blind understanding, with a perverted will, and with 
wicked inclinations he is going on without the will and without the 
power to extricate himself from his distress, going on to that hor- 
rible abode of the utterly lost, to that outermost darkness of eter- 
nity where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. O wretched 
man, O child of sin and of sorrow! Who, who will have mercy upon 
thee? who will go down into thy filth and misery? Who will touch 
or even draw near to thy disgusting vileness? Who?—Jesus will— 
that holy, that pure, that sinless and spotless Jesus to whom noth- 
ing is so hateful as sin. He, yes, He comes to thee and says to thee 
with all thy defilement, ‘‘Come unto me!’’ ‘‘Jesus receiveth sin- 
ners.”? O blessed, precious words: ‘‘Jesus receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them.’’ And He comes to save thee from thy sin and 
from all that sin has brought upon thee. On the cross He bore thy 
iniquity. It cost Him dear. Agony and pain and the suffering of, 
hell He endured in being made a curse for thee. He shed His blood, 
He sacrificed His life, and thus paid the penalty of thy guilt. Nor 
was His sacrifice in vain. ‘‘It is finished,’? He cried, when the 
price had been paid and His blood had washed away thy guilt. The 
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treasure has been bought—at a great price, it is true, but it is here 
for thee, the perfect pardon for all thy sins. Here it is in His Word, 
the Word which is now preached unto thee. Jesus in this Word 
draws nigh unto thee and offers thee forgiveness of all sins, a for- 
giveness that is valid before God in heaven. Accept it. Believe the 
word of the cross and thou art free, sinner, free from the curse, free 
from the guilt, free from all sin in the sight of God. Believe the 
joyous message, and thou art again the beloved child of God whom 
God receives, to whom heaven is opened, who shall not perish, but 
have everlasting life. And rest assured, He that hath removed the 
guilt of sin from thee, He will break its power over thee. Through 
His blessed Word He will give thee power to wage a victorious war- 
fare against the lusts of the flesh, to fight a good fight. Believe in 
His pardon now, and He that hath begun a good work in thee will 
perform it unto the end. To be sure, thou art not sufficient of thy- 
self, but Jesus receives thee, sinner, to give thee all-sufficiency. ‘‘Be 
not afraid, only believe.” And when thou hast finished thy course 
here, He will take thee to heaven, where, perfectly blessed, thou 
shalt rejoice with an everlasting joy. 

And this will be thy joy and the theme of all thy praises: 
‘‘Jesus receiveth sinners.’’ O how wide are heaven’s doors opened 
in these words! Is it possible that any lost child of Adam will turn 
from that gracious Savior? Yes, sad to say, some turn away and 
thus seal their doom. ‘‘He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready.’ For there is no other name given under heaven among 
men whereby we must be saved. But let us not be of those ‘‘who 
draw back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving 
of the soul.” Unworthy though we be let us accept this merciful 
and saving offer and say: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 


And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 


‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat.” ‘‘Come, for all 
things are now ready.”’ 


Come, ye sinners, one and all! 
Come, ye all have invitation; 
Come, obey His gracious call; 
Come and take His free salvation. 
Firmly in the words believe: 
“Jesus sinners doth receive.” 


Amen. M.S. 5S. 
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Introductory Sermon. 
Rom. 1, 16. 


PRAYER. 


O Lord our God, Ruler over all things in heaven and earth, a 
true Father unto all those who call upon Thy name! As of old Thou 
didst say unto Thy servant Jeremiah: ‘‘Thou shalt go to all that I 
shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak,”’ 
so hast Thou also said untome. Through Thy Church at this place 
hast Thou called me to the ministry of Thy Gospel and hast com- 
manded me to preach the mystery which was kept secret since the 
world began, but is now revealed unto us in Thy Son. + I confess 
unto Thee, my God, that I, a sinful man, am unworthy of this high 
calling and unfit rightly to perform the duties of this holy office unto 
which Thou hast ordained me. But not because of my worthiness 
do I enter upon this office, nor yet relying upon mine own ability, 
but because Thou hast called me, and depending on Thy promises. 
Therefore I beseech Thee, endow me with Thy gifts and make me 
an able minister of the New Testament that I may be found a faith- 
ful steward of Thy mysteries. Let Thy wisdom dwell within my 
heart and upon my lips, that I may preach Thy Word pure and un- 
defiled and may lead those whom Thou hast entrusted to my care 
in the one true way unto eternal life. Let not my labors be like a 
sterile tree, but crown them with Thy divine blessing and cause them 
to bring forth fruit unto eternal life. 

And because Thou hast made me a watchman over Thy people, 
strengthen me with Thy Spirit that I may be bold to warn the 
wicked and to teach transgressors Thy ways, that many sinners may 
be converted unto Thee. Grant me grace to walk in accordance 
with Thy holy Word, that I may not, while preaching to others, 
myself become a castaway. Grant me so to walk at all times as to 
be an ensample to the flock. O Thou God of strength and grace, 
strengthen me with Thy grace. Let me evermore grow in faith; let 
me increase in the knowledge of Thy dear Son; let me faithfully 
and patiently perform this office until it please Thee to call me unto 
Thee, that in that great day when Christ will call His laborers to 
render an account of their stewardship I may come with rejoicing, 
bringing a sheaf with me. Hear my prayer for Jesus Christ, my 
beloved Savior’s, sake. Amen. 
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When calling Jeremiah to be His prophet the Lord said unto 
him: ‘‘Thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever 
I command thee thou shalt speak.’ Jeremiah, a modest youth, 
made excuse, saying: ‘‘Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: 
for I am a child.” But the Lord said, ‘‘Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt g0.” The Lord our God is a sovereign Lord. He selects 
whomsoever He pleases for the preaching of His Word, and He 
sends His servants whenever and wherever He sees fit. Human 
reason is apt to find fault with God’s doings. Jeremiah said, “‘I ama 
child;’’ Jonah fled from the presence of the Lord; Moses objected, 
“I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.”’ But God is no re- 

specter of persons. He chooses whomsoever He pleases, and whom 
He chooses He also endows with the necessary gifts to perform that 
whereto He sends him. 

This is my consolation in making my appearance before you 
this day. It is by the guidance of God that I stand in this place 
at this hour. It was not my own counsel, nor my own inclination 
which brought me to your midst. It was the hand of God that 
shaped my path. Yea, even when convinced that it was the will of 
God, even then I had almost, like Jonah of old, refused to go — you 
are aware that flesh and blood continually strive against the will of 
God—, but bound in conscience I submitted to His will, and I now 
stand among you ready to do what He has commanded me. Can- 
didly may I say that I have come to you with fear and trembling, 
not only because of myself I am unable and unworthy rightly to 
perform the duties laid upon me; for ‘‘who is sufficient for these 
things ?’’. but more especially because I am to officiate in a language 
which is not convenient to me. 

But what matters all this? Had I come of my own accord, 
prompted by my own inclination, then despair might fill my heart, 
but called by God through your election, constrained to come, I 
stand before you, and therefore my heart is cheerful and my soul 
waiteth upon the Lord. What should I fear? Who is He that has 
sent me? It is ‘the Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle.”? Is the language strange? It is the Lord who has made 
man’s tongue. Are the difficulties great which a minister of the 
Gospel must encounter? The Lord is greater. Are the enemies of 
the Lord mighty? The Lord is mightier than they all. The Lord is 
my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God and my strength 
in whom I will trust. Trusting in God, the guiding and protecting 
Father of His people, do I assume the duties of a minister of the Gos- 
pel among you. 
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Occupying your pulpit for the first time I would to-day intro- 
duce myself by speaking on the subject: 


WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF MY COMING TO YOU? 
stating, 
I. What I bring for you; and 
Il. What I seek and expect of you. 


i 

The epistle to the Romans was written from Corinth in Greece 
before St. Paul had ever been at Rome. One object of his writing 
was to announce his intention of coming to Rome, as is evident from 
various expressions which he uses in the first part of this first chap- 
ter, and why he desired to see Rome he states distinctly in the two. 
verses preceding our text, when he says: ‘‘I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 
So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the Gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.” And in our text he goes on to explain why 
he considered himself a debtor to all men, saying: ‘“‘For I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”’ 
Announcing his coming to them he, at the same time, tells the Ro- 
mans what they might expect of him when he would come, that he 
would unfearingly and unreservedly preach the Gospel of Christ. 
He promised to bring the Romans something of which he was not 
and never need be ashamed. 

Telling the Romans what to expect of him St. Paul says noth- 
ing of worldly gain. He makes no mention whatever of gold and sil- 
ver, of precious stones and costly silks which he would bring from 
the wealthy countries of the East. Paul was a poor man. He had 
neither gold nor silver wherewith to enrich the Romans. He promised 
something better, something more stable and enduring. — Neither do 
I bring you gold or silver, but something of which I never need and, 
by the grace of God, never shall be ashamed: the one thing needful. 
Would I bring you money and worldly possessions and yet would 
commend my gift as the one thing needful, then shame and disgrace 
would fitly revert to me. What abiding value have this world’s 
goods? He that is rich to-day may be poor to-morrow, and in the 
hour of death the millionaire takes no more with him than the beg- 
gar. I have come to beseech you not to grasp for the treasures of 
this world, but rather to grasp those treasures which the Son of God 
has acquired for you. 

In our text Paul likewise makes no mention of the fine arts, the 
great learning, and the brilliant eloquence which he would bring to 


' 
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Rome from highly cultured Greece. In his youth Paul sat at the 
feet of the famous Gamaliel as one of his most zealous and gifted 

pupils. He was one of the most thoroughly educated men of his 
_ days and an eloquent speaker. Could he not, have made a brilliant 
career in Rome, the metropolis of the world? Might not his elo- 
quence have brought him honor and fame had he used it to flatter 
the great and the powerful? Paul desired no honor and fame in this 
world. He did not seek that which is counted of value by carnal- 
minded men. Of all such things he writes to the Philippians: “I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in 
Him.’’ Paul took no pride in his learning, he gloried in the Gospel 
of Christ, although he well knew by his own experience that it was 
despised by the wise and persecuted by the mighty. 

Even so do I not bring unto you great wisdom and knowledge; 
for I have none to boast of. And even though I were in possession 
of much learning I would never be so vainglorious as to boast of it, 
but would rather say with St. Paul: “‘And I, brethren, when I came 
to you, came not with excellency of speech, or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know any 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”” By hu- 
man wisdom and knowledge no man has ever been saved or ever 
can be. Praiseworthy as philosophy and science may be, they are 
only a power of human reasoning, and not the power of God unto 
salvation. Neither is it the beauty or the elegance of a sermon 
which kindles justifying faith in the hearts of them that hear it. 
Those preachers who Sunday for Sunday enter the pulpit to deliver 
a flowery and elegant discourse to catch fame and renown with the 
world, they, because ashamed of the foolishness of the Gospel, will 
be confounded in the day of reckoning, when the Lord will say unto 
them: ‘‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent. For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.’ The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, if it is to bring forth the fruit of true godli- 
ness, must be preached in words plain and simple. The Gospel of 
Christ is not an intricate science or an artfully constructed system of 
philosophy to be mastered only by men of capacity and learning, it 
is the simple fact expressed in the words: ‘‘Christ was delivered for 
our offenses, and was raised again for our justification.’’? Because the 
Gospel praises the wisdom of God and not the wisdom of men, there- 
fore it was rejected by the proud in the times of the apostles, and 
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therefore it is despised at this day by the wise of this world. Hu- 
man science is lauded to the stars, and the Gospel in its simplieity 
is set aside as a thing unworthy of consideration. But as Paul in 
his day was not ashamed of the word of the cross, even so you may 
expect of me that, by the grace of God, I shall never be ashamed to 
preach the word of divine truth in language so plain and simple that 
even the unlettered and the uneducated may learn the way unto 
eternal life. 

Why was Paul not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ? Why did 
he so patiently bear the mockery of the world and the persecution 
of the ungodly? Why did he continue to preach the word of the 
eross until he was decapitated at the command of Nero? Because 
“it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.’ The simple message of the 
Gospel is the divine power which saves from sin, death, and con- 
demnation, and brings to eternal bliss, the communion of God. 
The Romans, lords of the world politically, were slaves spiritually, 
captives of Satan, bound by the fetters of sin, groping in darkness 
and knowing not the way of salvation. But the message which 
Paul proclaimed broke their fetters and showed them the morning 
star of hope which sheds its enlivening rays of light on the path 
from time to eternity. For what did Paul preach to the Romans? 
He proclaimed justification through faith in Christ crucified, the 
forgiveness of sins in Him. Seek the world over and you will find 
no way to God save by the forgiveness of sins, and the forgiveness 
of sins is in none other than in Christ crucified. He, and He alone, 
has power to forgive sins, as He said to that palsy-stricken man, 
‘*Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.”’ 

In order to proclaim to you these glad tidings of the forgiveness 
of sins in Christ Jesus I have come to you. The object of all that 
I speak and do among you shall be the forgiveness of sins. This 
precious gem I would fain see in your possession; for he that has 
the forgiveness of sins has also life and salvation. May God be 
with me and help me that I may never be ashamed to preach to 
sinners the forgiveness of their sins. May the worldly-minded man 
hate and shun me and count me a fool; may the atheist despise 
and calumniate me; let them scoff and slander. The Lord is 
avenger. I shall know nothing among you but Christ crucified. 
Christ and Him crucified, no more, no less, shall I preach to you; 
for in Him alone is revealed that righteousness which is acceptable 
in the sight of God. Not my thoughts, my wisdom, and my coun- 
sel, but God’s thoughts, God’s wisdom, God’s counsel unto salva- 
tion will I communicate to you. 
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Would I do otherwise, then would I draw down on my head 
that curse which is recorded at the end of all the revelations of God: 
“] testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God 
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in this book.” As long 
as I shall be your pastor I shall strive with all diligence to avoid 
this curse by preaching to you nothing more nor less than what 
God has clearly revealed to us in His holy Word. I shall not add 
anything to God’s Word. I shall not bid you to observe anything 
which God has not distinctly commanded. Neither shall I take 
anything away from the book of God’s prophecies, but I shall pro- 
claim to you the full and whole counsel of God for our salvation. 
To this you have bound me in your call; this I have publicly prom- 
ised at my installation, and I repeat it to-day: The full counsel of 
God, but nothing more. 

I admonish you to prove my doctrine by the word of truth, and 
if it should ever appear to you as though I were deviating from the 
rule of faith, then remind me of to-day’s promise, and you shall 
always find me willing to submit to the word of Scripture. I know 
full well that I have the treasure in an earthen vessel, as well as 
others, but as long as the hand of God upholds me I shall know 
nothing among you save Christ and Him crucified. 

But should I preach only the Gospel of Christ and say nothing 
of the Law? Should I cover your sins nicely and not touch the 
wound? Would not that be the most expedient? for if a minister 
reproves sin some will surely be his enemies. The Gospel and the 
Law must always go side by side as long as we live in this sinful 
world. It would be sheer madness to preach the Gospel without 
the Law. If the wound of the soul is not touched it cannot be 
healed. If I would say to a man who thinks he has no burden: 
Come, I will relieve you of your burden, he would only laugh at me. 
I cannot preach the forgiveness of sins to you without telling you 
that you are sinners. My office requires me to reprove sin. To 
every minister do the words apply which were spoken to the prophet 
Ezekiel: ‘‘O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, 
and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the 
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand.’’ Every minister is or- 
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dained a watchman to warn against error and to say to the wicked: 
Turn from your way, or you shall surely be lost, and thus to see 
that none of those entrusted to his care are fe and whichever 
pastor neglects this duty will be made answerable ie the souls lost 
by his fault. To save my soul alive in this dire responsibility I 
must, as far as God gives strength and ability, do these two things: 
On the one hand, I must preach the Law, which tells us that there 
is nothing good in us from the sole of the foot even unto the crown 
of the head, and that we deserve nothing but punishment; and on 
the other hand, I must do the work of an evangelist crying unto 
you: Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved, 
though you had been the greatest of sinners, and for this reason 
I to-day confess with St. Paul: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ.”’ 


II. 


After stating at some length what you may expect of-me I wish 
to-day also to tell you what I seek and what I expect of you, and 
this I may condense in a few sentences. 

I bring you no gold and silver, and I seek no earthly riches 
with you. IfI would call myself a minister of Christ and yet would 
make the gathering of riches the object of my labors, this would be 
a contradiction in itself. True, the servants of the church are to be 
supported by the church, but the gathering of riches is not the 
object of my coming here. I have made my mark higher, I seek 
something nobler and costlier than gold. I seek not that which is 
yours, but you; not your money, but your souls. To win souls for 
Christ have I made the object of my life, and I am persuaded it is 
something worthy of all labor and all hardships. Would it not be 
a small matter were I to labor seventy years in frost and heat, and 
thereby but one soul would be saved, which would then shine to all 
eternity like a radiant star in the firmament of heaven? Indeed, 
our labor stands in no comparison with the worth of a single soul. 

Finally, my beloved brethren, seeking to win souls for Christ, 
preaching the word of the cross to you I expect and require of you 
that you will hear and will accept what the Spirit of God teaches 
through His inspired Word, that you grow from faith to faith and 
that Christ be more and more formed in you. If I preach the Word 
of the living God unto you, do I then go too far in requiring you to 
accept this Word and to do according to it? Surely not. Where- ' 
fore I beseech you, let not the Word of God be preached to you in 
vain, or it will be a witness against you in the judgment day of 
Christ. Remember that Christ, the good Shepherd, comes to you. 
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in His Word, and see that you close not the door of your ‘heart 
against Him. Keep in mind what He commanded St. John to 
write to the Laodiceans: ‘*Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’? Yea, come Lord 
Jesus! Amen. 


PRAYER. 


Lord our God, who art true, faithful, good, and merciful, and 
desirest not the death of a sinner, who wilt have all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth, Thou hast promised by 
Thy servant Isaiah, that the word which goeth forth out of Thy 
mouth should not return unto Thee void, but should accomplish 
that which Thou pleasest, and should prosper in the thing for which 
Thou sendest it. Cause this Thy promise to be fulfilled at this 
place. Give Thou unto this congregation hearing ears and open 
and willing hearts, that they may hear Thy Word gladly and accept 
it joyfully. Let not the preaching of Thy Gospel among them be 
in vain. Make Thy Word in them a well of living water to refresh 
their souls and to spring up into everlasting life. Seal Thy Word 
in their hearts by the witness of Thy Spirit; let them. grow in the 
knowledge of Thy Son; cause them to increase in faith and love, 
that Christ may be more and more formed in them, and they may be 
found meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. 

O Lord Jesus, who hast promised to preserve Thy Church 
upon earth unto the end of days, let this church be a light shining 
unto many, a city upon a hill which cannot be hid. Make it a tes- 
timony and a witness to them that are without, that sinners may be 
_ converted unto Thee and many may come and with us receive the 
promised inheritance. Come, Lord Jesus, to dwell in us and to 
walk in us. Amen. Rok. 


Outlines tor Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 

LUKE 6, 36—42. 

Mercy is the great subject of this Gospel. It is an appeal to all 
the followers of Christ to be merciful.—It has been claimed that 
the lodge shows mercy more than the Church does, and that the 
Church would do well to go to the lodges and to learn from them. 
_How amply does the lodge provide for the widows and orphans, 
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when death has deprived them of their supporter; and what little 
does the Church do in this respect! | Now it is true that the mem- 
bers of a Christian congregation often should do more for the poor 
and distressed in their midst than is being done. But if we are at 
fault in this matter, must we go to the lodges and learn from them 
how to show mercy? Is mercy the right name for the transaction 
of the lodge, when it pays a sum of money to the family of a de- 
ceased member who had paid his dues to the lodge? Is it nota 
mere business transaction with which mercy has nothing to do? To 
apply to the lodge for instruction how to show mercy would be a 
case of the blind following the blind, v. 39. Not from the lodge, 
but from our heavenly Father must we learn how to be merciful. © 
He is the Master of whom Jesus speaks v. 40. (See Luther, Walch 
Edition, XI, 1735.) We must learn from Him continually and im- 
prove more and more in showing mercy; for mercy is not only en- 
joined upon us, but we are also promised a reward if we show 
mercy. 
MERCY AND ITS REWARD. 


I. How we are to show mercy. 
Ii. The reward we reap if we show mercy. 


I. 


Jesus tells us how we are to show mercy in a general, in a neg- 
ative, and in a positive way. 

a. In a general way, v.36. Our mercy should not be restricted 
or limited to our friends or to those who are kindly disposed to us; 
it should be general, universal. Does not our heavenly Father em- 
brace all, the whole sinful world, with the arms of His mercy? 
Ps. 145,9. Is not God good and kind even unto the unthankful 
and to the evil? V.35. Does He not give daily bread even to the 
wicked? Matt.5,45. Let us learn from our heavenly Father how 
to be merciful. Let us be merciful to all, even to our enemies. 
Matt. 5, 44. 

b. In a negative way, v.37. Refrain from judgment when the 
neighbor has said or done anything which admits of adverse criti- 
cism. Do not pronounce upon him the condemnation which his 
action seems to deserve. - Give him the benefit of the doubt when 
his action admits of different explanations. You show mercy to 
the neighbor in a negative way if you judge him not and condemn 
him not, if you listen not to the gossipers and talebearers, if you 
spread not the evil reports about him which have been communi- 
cated to you. 
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c. Ina positive way. a. Forgive! V.37b. If there is anything 
which is hard to do, it is to overcome our natural pride and to ex- 
tend the hand of reconciliation to him who has trespassed against 
us. How can we stand up before our God and tell Him in the 
Lord’s Prayer that we forgive those who trespass against us, if we 
are unwilling to be reconciled! Let us show mercy in forgiving. 
ß. Give! V.30. Appeals come to us from all sides to give. There 
are those who are in spiritual need. Give for the mission, for the 
extension of God’s kingdom, and for the support of the ministry. 
There are such as are in bodily need. Give to the poor! James 
2,15.16. 1 John 3,17.18. Gal. 6, 10. 


II. 


The reward we reap if we show mercy. 


a. The motive which induces God to extend to us a reward for 
the works of mercy which we perform. «. God does not behold any- 
thing in us to please Him. We do not merit and earn a reward for 
our good deeds. The parable, vv. 41. 42, teaches us that we are all 
sinners; we have the beam in our own eye; each and every one of 
us has his shortcomings; we should well remember that when we 
are tempted to criticise others, and should think of the beam that 
is in our eye, of our own sinfulness, when we feel like pulling the 
mote out of our brother’s eye. Now as we are sinners, can we say 
that we deserve the reward which God promises us? Ps. 143, 2. 
Luke 17,10. @. God is induced by His grace to give us a reward from 
pure love, without any merit or worthiness on our part, deals with 
us as parents often deal with their children when they promise them 
a reward for the works which they are required to do without com- 
pensation. We should be made willing to cheerfully show mercy 
in view of the reward which Christ holds out to us. 


b. The nature of the reward, vv. 87.38. Mercifulness is gener- 
ally rewarded in some way in this life. Men show mercy to us if 
we show mercy to them. Often, however, we reap ingratitude for 
acts of mercy, and our generosity is not reciprocated. But let men 
be ever so unthankful and unfaithful, God keeps His promise, and 
will reward in that world which is to come every act of mercy done 
in the faith. ‘Your reward shall be great,” v.35. Matt. 10, 42. 
1 Cor. 15, 41. 42. Let us look to the reward, and show by our merci- 
ful acts that we are the children of the Highest, Gal. 6, 10. 


HES. 


